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Nationwide Survey on Learning of Children with Disabilities under School
Closures and Self-Restraints Due to the COVID-19
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Abstract

This study aimed to obtain reference material for new learning and guidance for school-aged children after the COVID-19
pandemic. The survey was conducted from the end of July to the end of August 2020, about five months after nationwide
school closures, to prevent the spread of COVID-19. The participants in the survey were teachers in special needs schools for
intellectually disabled children, regular class teachers, special needs class teachers, and resource rooms’ special support service
teachers. First, we surveyed the status of conducting online classes and guidance. Results indicated that many schools
distributed teaching materials throughout the course, and only a small percentage of schools used online learning. Next, we
investigated meaningful activities and how children and students spent time at home. The content of activities at home
included learning (28%), which was the most typical activity, followed by the role at home (20.3%). Moreover, results
differed depending on the children’s affiliation. We concluded that the environment for online learning was currently

developed. In the future, we must try to use the Internet to follow up students with special educational needs and their parents.
Keywords: COVID-19 pandemic, ICT, Online classes and instruction
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