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A Study of English Vocabulary Acquisition in Hearing Impaired Children:

About the English Vocabulary Short-term Memory Task
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to conduct an English vocabulary short-term memory task at a special needs school for the
hearing impaired, and to identify trends and characteristics in the acquisition of English vocabulary by children with hearing
impairment. In today's rapidly globalizing society, the demand for communication skills in foreign languages is increasing,
and with the revision of the Courses of Study in 2017, elementary school English has become a subject of study. Since the
acquisition of the English language is expected to be difficult for students enrolled in special needs schools for the hearing
impaired, it is necessary to organize the trends and characteristics in English vocabulary acquisition.

The error pattern in the spelling test was a pattern in which substitutions occurred between letters of the alphabet that were
similar in shape when written. This is thought to be due to the fact that having a hearing impairment results in inadequate
letter-sound connections and a tendency to perceive the alphabet in terms of its shape. In reading tests, English words that
deviated from the phonemes of the alphabet showed more difficulty in reading. It was thought that the difficulty in reading
may be directly related to the fact that students do not easily have the experience of learning words naturally as they hear
them, as is the case with listeners. The student profile data also showed a correlation between Japanese and English language

proficiency, suggesting the need for Japanese language proficiency in the native language to be used for English instruction.
Keywords: Deafness, Learning English, Spelling acquisition
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