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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify how the “argumentation layout” proposed by Toulmin, commonly known as the
“Toulmin Model,” has been specifically absorbed and inherited in the field of social studies education, and what its merits
and demerits are. It has long been pointed out that the Toulmin model has been focused on and inherited by practitioners
and researchers in the field of social studies education, especially those who want to emphasize discussion of social issues
in the classroom, in a way that is quite distant from Toulmin’s intentions (e.g. Kodama 2014; Sanaga 2019; Matsushita
2021) . There are several reasons for this, one of which is that those who tried to introduce the Toulmin model in the
early stages had already misread or intentionally modified it. But these pioneers, practitioners and researchers should not
be criticized for that reason alone. They made modifications to the Toulmin model so that it would be able to withstand
value arguments, since the Toulmin model was only supposed to be used for factual arguments. Researchers and
practitioners also made other modifications as needed. As a result, the use of the Toulmin model in the current field of
social studies education is very diverse. There has been no systematic study of this to date. We would like to cover the
actual conditions of the use and application of the Toulmin model, from its pioneering use by Obara to Matsushita’s

interactive argumentation, and compare and contrast its achievements and challenges.

Keywords: Toulmin Model, Matsushita’s Argumentation Layout, discussion on controversial public issues

* Tokyo Gakugei University (4-1-1 Nukuikita-machi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo, 184-8501, Japan)



