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Abstract

Japanese is known as a mora-timed language. “SOKUON”, double consonant, is one type of the moraic syllables is
constrained by phonological context which it occurs in voiceless closed consonants or burst / abrupt consonants. In recent
years, the acceptance of foreign words has led to changes in the production of voiced SOKUON, which has become a
major issue affecting not only the phonetic and phonological system, but also orthography ic system. In this paper, the
orthography and pronunciation of voiced SOKUON were examined in terms of their use of “gg” and “kk” in four large
corpora of Japanese. The results showed that “gg” occurred frequently in written language corpora, and that the
vocabulary containing “gg” was common across four corpora. These results suggested that the orthography and
pronunciation of voiced SOKUON are becoming more stable, and that this tendency has occurred prior in orthographic

system.

Keywords: voiceless double consonant, loan words, orthography, pronunciation, language change, Japanese
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