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A Comparative Study of Japanese and Chinese Junior High School Students

on the Cultural Characteristics of Conflict among Friends

Yamamoto TOSHIYA
(Developmental Research Support)
Jiang YINGMIN

(Beijing Normal University)

Oh SUNAH

(Kyoai Gakuen University)

In this study, we asked second-graders of Japanese and Chinese junior high schools
to freely create a story in which they asked a friend for a favor but were refused, and ana-
lyzed the contents of the conflict shown in the story, how they dealt with it, and the
changes in the relationship between the two afterwards. In this study, quantitative analy-
sis of the stories and qualitative comparison of the differences in structure found in the
typical cases were conducted, and it became clear that, compared to Japan, Chinese
eighth graders tended to create stories that portrayed serious conflicts, had complex
background contexts such as the relationships between the characters, and were dramatic
in their development. Based on the above results, the authors from different cultural
backgrounds in Japan, China, and Korea attempted to interpret what kind of cultural

meanings could decipher from these stories.

Key Words : Junior high school student, friend, conflict, story, Japan-China cultural

comparison
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