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Research on the Support System in Special Needs Classes
Targeting 6 Prefectures with a Large Proportion of Foreign Students

X H W o8 2
ONUMA Nagisa*! and HAMADA Toyohiko™

O T2 AN 1

Abstract

In recent years, the number of foreign students enrolled in special needs classes is increasing. In this study, we
conducted a questionnaire survey of teachers in charge of special needs classes at junior high schools in 6 prefectures,
where a relatively large number of foreign students attend, intending to clarify the actual situation of the support system
for foreign students enrolled in special needs classes. As a result, it was revealed that the resources used to support differ
depending on the dominant disability type of the class. We have found that the classes which are held mainly for students
with intellectual disabilities heavily make use of resources for Japanese language support including Japanese language
support staff and interpreters. Classes mainly for students with Autism Spectrum disorder and emotional disorders often
utilize support staff who are not involved in Japanese language support. Furthermore, it was also clarified that the classes
are more frequently used in Japanese language classes than the classes mainly for intellectual disabilities.

Differences in the support system in the school and the institution depended on whether it cooperated with the
settlement area or not. There are many institutions in the settlement area where the classes make alignments, where the
support system for the entire school was also well prepared. School counselors work together regardless of region, and

Japanese language support staff were assigned and sent to different areas widely.
Keywords: Foreign students, Special needs classes, Support system

Advanced Studies on Training Educational Practice, Tokyo Gakugei University, 4-1-1 Nukuikita-machi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo
184-8501, Japan

* 1 Graduate School of Education, Tokyo Gakugei University
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