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It has been more than 20 years since the Japanese school counselor system started in 1995 as a “project of contract
research on school counselor utilization”. In this paper, we clarified the job contents and roles of school counselor that
is expected to be active member of “team schools”. We also examined challenges and promotive factors of cooperation
and collaboration with teachers, as well as expectation from teachers and what is needed for school counselors to be
active member of school organizations. In order for the function of school counselor system to be further enhanced in
the future, it is suggested that a wide range of job contents will be organized, sufficient working hours will be secured
to work effectively, mutual understandings between school counselors and teachers will be enhanced before and after
getting those jobs. In addition, the factors necessary for cooperation and collaboration within school staff are to be
examined from both the perspectives of the school and teachers, such as the school system and teacher recognition, and

the perspective of the school counselors such as their work style, expertise, and management skills.
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