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MAEDA, C. and OTOMO, K.; A Survey of the Use of School Libraries in Special Support Schools for Students with
Intellectual Disabilities in Tokyo, Kanagawa and Saitama Prefectures ISSN 1349-9580

Systematic use of school libraries is advocated by the government curriculum guidelines to enhance learning and
reading activities of students. School libraries in special support schools are also expected to play central roles in
the learning of students with special needs. In the present study, we conducted a questionnaire survey on the use of
school libraries in special support schools for students with intellectual disabilities in Tokyo, Kanagawa, and Saitama
prefectures in Japan in order to reveal the current situations and obtain information to more effectively utilize school
libraries. Results showed that teacher-librarians in some schools find the maintenance of school libraries difficult with
insufficient collections of books and inadequate organization systems, and that shortage of budget and personnel was still
in common. Library resources were not fully utilized in schools, and some respondents noted the need of collaboration

with library staff in other schools. It was suggested that within- and cross-school collaboration is a way to improve the

current situation with limited budget and staff personnel.
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