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The Acceptance of Sexual Diversity in Schools in Germany:

Focus on the Checklist for Schools from the Viewpoint of LGBTQ+.

Akiko ITO
(Fukuoka University)

This paper aims to source viewpoints for further discussion about the acceptance of
sexual diversity in schools in Japan, through focus on a checklist and action list by
SCHLAU NRW (SCHLAU North-Rhine Westphalia), which is engaged in the field of
sexual diversity in Germany.

Firstly, it has been described in previous research and reports (Klocke 2016; An-
tidiskriminierungsstelle des Bunds 2017a, 2017b) that, while there have been positive
reactions to dealing with LGBTQ+ in schools, the negative reaction to attempts to raise
awareness of LGBTQ+ issues cannot be ignored. Moreover, the report shows that many
LGBTQ+ teachers are forced to confront problems and challenges in their schools
based on their sexual orientation and gender identity.

Secondly, the author shows that the pamphlet consists of three parts; checklist, ac-
tion list and information box providing information necessary to understand the con-
cepts and terms around sexual diversity in Germany. It should be mentioned that there
are 2 notable points concerning the guidelines governing sex education and school law
in NRW. By understanding the outline of all the parts, the author points out that the
checklist and action list give us distinct viewpoints from which to consider the accep-
tance of sexual diversity within educational establishments.

In conclusion, the author underlines two viewpoints from this checklist, produced
in Germany, for further discussion in Japan. One is that the checklist and action list pro-
vide us with a frame of reference from which to view schools through the lens of sexual
diversity awareness. The other is that there are legal grounds for addressing aspects of

sexual diversity in schools.

Key Words : LGBTQ+, sexual diversity, reconsideration of schools, Germany
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