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The purpose of this study was to clarify the shift of the concept of the ideal person
in educational policies for internationalization and globalization in Japan in a context of
upper secondary education. To explore the concept of an ideal person, it was imperative
to review the educational policies from the 1960s and clarify their logic in conjunction
with social perception diachronically. This study applied a four-dimensional analyrical
framework which consisted of desirable abilities and attitudes, ‘citizens’ or *human re-
sources’, and identity (-ies), ‘pluralistic’ or ‘monochronic’.

The analysis revealed that until the reports were published by the National Council
on Educational Reform, internationalization was highlighted, and a view that the Japa-
nese would contribute to international society was evident. On the other hand, in the
policy documents related to “Japanese with English Abilities”, which were published after
the economic recession and the spread of neoliberalism, globalization was emphasized.
At the same time, the new conception of “identity as a Japanese” was clearly announced.
As awareness of globalization deepened, the existence of a “human resource” with mono-
chronic identity was claimed more. In conclusion, it pointed out that the contradictory
elements of the abilities and attitudes defined by the global context and the Japanese

identity defined by the national context coexisted in the concept of the ideal person.

Key Words : educational policy in Japan, internationalization, globalization, concept of

the ideal person, upper secondary education
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