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The Education Strategies among Contemporary Japanese Migrants:

A Case Study of Lifestyle Migrants in Guam

Junichi SHIBANO (Osaka Seikei University)

Abstract

Recently, the number of Japanese migrants who live abroad on a long term or per-
manently has been growing. Especially, middle class migrants moving to abroad not for
economic reasons or business purposes but for lifestyle reasons have been getting atten-
tion in recent years. This type of migration has been called “lifestyle migration” in migra-
tion studies. In the studies on Japanese overseas children and parents, however, the edu-
cational issues regarding lifestyle migrants have not been discussed. In this paper, based
on the fieldwork conducted in Guam, I illustrated the education strategies of Japanese
lifestyle migrants such as language usage and cultural transmission, school choice, expec-
tation of children’s career.

The results of the analysis of 32 interviewees are threefold. Firstly, they inculcated
Japanese language and Japanese culture to their children and avoided their assimilation
into Guam society to raise them to be bilingual and bicultural. Secondly, to realize them,
they continuously switched local schools and Japanese schools strategically. Finally, about
the expectation of children’s career, there were very few parents who emphasized on chil-
dren’s educational success. Alternatively, they strongly desired their children to move out
from Guam to seek better way of life in the future.

From these results, I concluded that their educational practices were to strategically
seek better way of life as migrants. It reflects to a large degree their social economic sta-
tus and living environment as migrants.

In the last section, I discussed the significance of this study and the implication for

the relevant academic fields.
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