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In recent years, the long working hours of teachers has become a social issue, and the teaching profession is often thought
to be unprofitable and unrewarding. However, the sense of crisis in the working environment of teachers is an indicator that
many people recognize the social importance of the teaching profession. This paper presents a sociological examination of
how the teaching profession is recognized from the perspectives of teachers and children.

Based on questionnaire surveys of teachers and children in elementary and secondary schools, the gaps in their perceptions
of the teaching profession were examined. The results are as follows.

First, not only teachers but also children are surprisingly aware of the social importance and hardships of the teaching
profession. The majority of children (80% — 90%.) described “teacher’s work™ as “heavy responsibility,” “busy work,” “work
that benefits children,” “work that has a lot of hardship,” and “work that benefits society.” Second, focusing on questions
related to the social status of teachers, most teachers do not consider “teacher’s work” to be “work that is respected by
everyone” and “a popular job.” However, among children, the social status and popularity of the teaching profession is much
higher than teachers are aware. Third, on the other hand, more teachers than children described “teacher’s work™ as “fun
work.”

Teachers’ working environment problems are now recognized even by children. However, there is another children’s
perspective that teachers themselves seem to be unaware of. Children value the social status and popularity of the teaching

profession to a much greater extent than teachers think.
KEY WORDS : teaching profession, teacher survey, student survey
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