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Relationship between Seasonal Recognition and Language Activities on Students
in Elementary School :

Based on Analysis of Poems for Fifth Grade Students
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Abstract

At first, this study identified seasonal recognition by conducting a questionnaire survey at an elementary school with
fifth grade students in the city of Koganei, Japan. This study clarified the relationship between students’ seasonal
recognition and poetry expression (language activities). Their seasonal recognitions were categorized into three groups
using cluster analysis on the five level scores obtained from their interest in nature and seasons and seasonal emotions. In
Group 2, students showed high interest in nature and positive emotions. In Group 1, students showed higher interest and
emotions than Group 2, and students in Group 3 showed low interest and emotions. Regarding the poetry representation,
the ratios of seasonal names (spring, summer, autumn, and winter) were the highest in each group and season. In Group 1,
the ratio was large for the elements of nature such as trees, flowers, wind, and sea. In Group 2, the ratio of mimetic words
related to seasons was large, and for summer, their living event words indicated a high ratio. Group 3 had a high ratio for
their living event words for all the seasons. Out of the interesting events, the natural events showed a high ratio in Groups
1 and 2. Living events showed a high ratio in Group 3. In Group 3, many students had less chance of feeling the seasons.
Therefore, this study highlights the importance of raising students’ interest in seasons and nature and providing them

concrete opportunities to feel the seasons.

Keywords: seasonal recognition, language activities, poem, elementary school students
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