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Zainichi’s Responsible Decision-Making
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Identity Development and Changes of Exclusive Attributes of Zainichi Koreans
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Abstract

This study aims to clarify the historical background of Zainichi Koreans; how they settled in Japan and sought their
own way to live along with Japanese society. This study follows the previous research “Zainichi's Responsible Decision-
Making for ‘Live-along-with’ as Glocal Citizen: Follow the Changing Process of ‘National Identity Education’ in Zainichi
1.

The current study clarifies the fact that Zainichi Koreans are aiming to develop their own identity (searching for
themselves) after experiencing “return-separation syndrome” towards their home country (people). That led them to
search for a way of convergence and reciprocity in Japanese society, which increased the possibility of attaining “Live-

along-with”.

Key words: Zainichi (Korean in Japan), Live-along-with, Exchangeable Choice, “Return-Separation Syndrome”,

Convergence, Reciprocity
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