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The Impact of Short-Term Study Abroad Programs on Job-Seeking Activiries:

An Analysis of Participants’ Interviews

Minori KOBAYASHI (Rikkyo University)

Abstract

This study aims to examine how college students self-evaluate the ways they utilized the ex-
perience participating in college, short-term, study abroad programs in their career develop-
ment (such as job-seeking activities) or preparation for graduate studies. Thirteen female,
college students were interviewed after determining their career path following graduation
from university. This study revealed that 7 of 13 students reported applying short-term study
abroad experiences to their job-hunting activities. On the other hand, the other 6 students
reported their study abroad experiences had little or no relevance to their job search. The for-
mer group of students aimed at professional occupations such as Sogo-shoku or going on to
graduate school. They were also interested in improving English proficiency and internation-
al migration. By contrast, the latter group of students showed their interest in domestic-ori-
ented jobs which do not require English proficiency as well as local-oriented jobs that allow
them to live with their parents. They also tended to prioritize the balance between work and
life. In addition, the latter group of students reported their short-term programs were too
short as well as passive, and that is why it was not relevant to job-seeking activities. These re-

sults illustrate the importance of pre-departure learning and reflection after the program.

Keywords : College Student, Short-Term Study Abroad Program, Job-Seeking Activities,
Global Oriented, Career for Women
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