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Abstract

Resource rooms for speech-language disorders in elementary schools provide individualized interventions to students with
phonological disorders, fluency disorders, and language delays. This study examined the proportions of students attending
resource rooms according to types of speech-language difficulties, and instructional methods employed particularly for
vocabulary intervention. A total of 127 (36 in Tokyo, 27 in Kanagawa prefecture, and 64 in Chiba prefecture) responded to
our questionnaire. On average, 55% of the students exhibited language delays. Results also showed that nearly 95% of the
responders taught students with small vocabularies, over 70% taught students with word finding difficulties, and over half
experienced students who show errors in word use. Responses on instructional methods were categorized into the following
3 groups based on instructional goals: 1) acquisition of new words, 2) verbal explanation of meanings of words and smooth
word finding, and 3) use of words in contexts. Activities for learning new words included, in order of the number of
responders, 1) learning new words used in texts, 2) learning new words in conversational contexts, 3) learning use of
dictionaries, 4) use of multi-sensory activities, 5) association with personal experiences, 6) association with daily life, 7)
learning words related to time, and 8) learning mental words. Activities related to semantics and word finding included 1)
verbal explanation of meanings and word retrieval from semantic cues, 2) classification of words according to upper/lower
concepts, 3) word retrieval from visual cues, 4) flexible word retrieval, 5) word retrieval from phonological cues, and 6)
retrieval of antonyms. Activities for using words in contexts included 1) making sentences using target words, 2) judging
appropriateness of words in contexts, and 3) using words in compositions. Considerations in vocabulary teaching are

discussed.
Keywords: resource rooms, language impairment, intervention, vocabulary
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