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Relationship between topic and feature of conversations of children with
autism spectrum disorder:

Hobby talk activities with topics about animation, manga, and games

WIBE T EW WA BEE
Kohei KATO, Tomoki IWAOKA and Hiroshi FUJIINO

SCYR TR B

Abstract

This study examines the promotion of interaction and change of conversation patterns through leisure activities of children
and youth with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) using what we call “hobby talk activities:” These leisure activities center on
participants talking about their favorite pastime, for example animation, manga, or games. Two children with ASD were the
participants in this study. Hobby talk activities were carried out in two sessions. The topic of the first session was a shared
interest of both participants (Pokémon). Contrastingly, the second session dealt with interests different for each participant
(American comics and robot amime, respectively). During the two sessions of hobby talk activities, the conversations of
participants in each talk session were recorded, and the transcripts of their activities were subsequently analyzed through
coding. The coding and classification of transcripts was in accordance with Adams & Bishop (1989). Furthermore, after the
activity, interview surveys were conducted with participants about these hobby talk activities. The analysis revealed many
“follow-up” responses to the other's statements in the first session. The 2nd session was characterized by unilateral speech of
respective participants instead. The study results suggest that communication support and leisure activity support for children
and youth with ASD using hobby talk activities can be effective to promote interaction among participants, especially when

the hobby talk activities concern shared interests.
Keywords: Autism Spectrum Disorder, Conversation Support, Animation & Manga & Game, Leisure Activity Support
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