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Comprehension of compound verb by children with hearing impairments:

Effect of compound verb construction for comprehension
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Abstract

The purpose of present study was to examine the feature of comprehension of compound verb by children with hearing
impairments. Three tasks (verb combination task, multiple-choice verb task, sentence production task) to assess
comprehensive faculty of compound verb were administered to children in elementary classes of deaf school and children in
clementary regular school. Two types of verb which differ in structure (syntactic and lexical V-V compounds) were used in
each task. Complementally, children with hearing impairments were tested grammatical competence and vocabulary by
reading test. The main results were as follows:

(1) In all tasks, the scores of lexical V-V compound were lower than that of syntactic V-V compound in both participant
groups. (2) In multiple-choice verb task, the score of lexical V-V compound was significantly different between participant
groups. (3) In both multiple-choice verb task and verb combination task, syntactic V-V and lexical V-V compound were each

correlated with grammatical competence and vocabulary respectively.
Keywords: children with hearing impairments, compound verb, grammatical competence, vocabulary
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