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Establishment of “Special Elementary School” and “Night
Elementary School” in Tokyo City, and the Support for
“Child Poverty, Child Labor, and Non-enrollment” since 1900
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Abstract

In this study we clarified the various educational supports by "special elementary school" and "night elementary school"
which were regarded to be different from public elementary school, as the Tokyo city established more public elementary
schools and promoted attending that schools since the revision of “Shogakko Rei” in 1900. Besides, we reviewed the efforts
by “special elementary school” and “night elementary school” which had been regarded as “exceptional school” in the
historical context of “special educational consideration in the framework of regular education.”

In the Tokyo city from the late Meiji period to the early Taisho period, educational supports for “child poverty, child labor,
and Non-enrollment”, which was difficult for educational support in public elementary schools, were implemented by
multiple institutions of primary education such as “special elementary school”, “night elementary school” and factory
school, making free of tuition fees, and lending school supplies. Their efforts contributed significantly to the spread of
primary education in Tokyo city.

In particular, many special elementary schools implemented various educational supports, leading to improve child’s life
such as the provision of “Nibu-kyoju” (a half-time school system) and night classes with consideration for child labor,
medical treatment, training in personal hygiene, instruction about bathing, hairdressing, home visit and vocational training.
These initiatives encouraged children who lived in the slum to attend primary schools.

Since the 1910s, these schools established “special class” to aimed for educational supports according to the actual
condition of the child, as various hierarchies including not only the poor but also middle class were enrolled to the schools,
and the number of children enrolled at the school increased. These classes supported various educational difficulties such as
poverty, child labor, diseases, and delinquency many children had, and conducted according to the needs of the child by

adopting diverse and flexible forms.
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