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Lifelong Learning and Developmental Support for Persons
with Disabilities in Northern Europe:

from Visit Survey to Sweden, Denmark and Iceland's Practices
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Abstract

Nordic countries have their own adult education and lifelong learning institutions called "national universities or popular
universities (Folkhogskola)". Its history is old, in Sweden it was established for the first time in 1868, and now it counts 154
schools. There are various special courses at each school for all people over the age of 18. General course to acquire high
school graduation qualifications (required), Swedish language acquisition course for immigration, occupation course, course
for adult person with disability, etc.

It also has a great meaning as a place for learning for people with diverse backgrounds, such as immigrants, people who
were unable to receive compulsory education / high school education for various reasons, people who have been serving for
a long time due to alcohol / drug dependence, etc. It also has a role as a "re-learning place" for those who want to learn once
more and want to learn more deeply.

In this paper, we introduced the guarantee of lifelong learning for persons with disabilities in Nordic countries (this time,
Sweden, Denmark, Iceland) that we have conducted visiting surveys, and examined the issue of "guarantee of learning and

lifelong learning" in Japan.
Keywords: Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, Lifelong Learning, Folkhdgskola
Department of Special Needs Education, Tokyo Gakugei University, 4-1-1 Nukuikita-machi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo 184-8501, Japan
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