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Significance of musical works as Mono in musical activities:

Bin Kimura’s theory of time and Jacques Lacan’s dialectic of desire

This paper aims to clarify the relation between musical
activities and musical works from a phenomenological
perspective that includes both epistemology and ontology.
Several aspects of contemporary music education focus on the
appreciation of musical works to develop the capacity to listen
with a purpose to understand the works correctly or to perform
them with a precise interpretation. However, people listen to
music with varying emotions, and each individual listener
attributes a different significance to each piece of music. Thus,
music’s functional essence is linked to the “actual feeling” of
the subject at a given time and place. Accordingly, music must
be understood through musical activity.

However, if music teachers focus only on musical activities,
they will respect the activities regardless of their feelings,
positive or negative. Therefore, irrespective of the quality of
music created, learners will be evaluated as having achieved
the goal of the lesson. People and modern music teachers
cannot think of music and music education without the concept
of musical works because the latter already exists in music
culture and is related to musical activities. Therefore, music
teachers are confused about whether to evaluate learners using
activity-based principles or works-based principles.

To solve this problem, musical phenomena should be
understood comprehensively through the relation between
musical activities and works. Consequently, the author
has attempted to comprehend such a relation from the

phenomenological point of view to avoid excluding the
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uniqueness of “actual feeling.” In particular, the relation
between musical activities and the subject’s desire to
participate in them is examined through an exploration of the
ontology of the self and the axis of time. Furthermore, the
functional significance of musical works in musical activities is
defined. To this end, this paper considers Bin Kimura’s theory
of time and Jacques Lacan’s dialectic of desire. The former
is a philosophical theory of existence and recognition by
using the Japanese words Kofo and Mono (matter and things).
The latter is a theory of the relation between intentionality
and consciousness, which entails elements of need (besoin),
demand (demande), and desire (désire), which combine in the
dialectical generation of the self.

As a result, the significance of musical works is clarified.
When the generated musical sound and that which “I” desire
diverge, the subject becomes frustrated. Subsequently, a system
and style of musical works, which satisfies people’s conscious
demands and unconscious desires, offers a perspective that can

be employed to review music education.
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phenomenological point of view
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