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Abstract

This study was an attempt to examine the transformation of dance style and means of transmission of a Brazilian popular dance

called Passo. The results were as follows:

1) The transformation of dance style: It was supposed that capoeira (ruffian) s’ violent martial art performed to the music (called Frevo

later) by the brass band of clubes pedestres (carnival groups) in the streets of Recife (the capital of Pernambuco state) was
unexpectedly transformed into passista (frevo dancer) s’ nimble dance, that is, Passo. After that, this dance has increased the
number of body movements introducing those of various foreign dances in pernambucano (people of Pernambuco state) ’s own
way. The contests of Passo which took place popularly in the 1950’s added to this dance a position as popular spectacle performed
on the stage. Next, the foundation of Balé Popular do Recife (popular dance company of Recife) in the 1970’s gave a position as
performing arts to this dance and introduced the concept of choreography and group performance into it. In these days, Passo can
be performed taking various forms from folido (merrymaker) ’s improvised solo dances at the street carnival to professional

dancer’s choreographed group performances on the theater’s stage.

2 ) The transformation of means of transmission: It was supposed that Passo was recognized as a popular dance by the people of Recife

by the middle of the 1930’s and the transmission of this dance technique had been carried out tacitly through the observation of one
another’s performances among individualistic passistas. It was after Nascimento do Passo (1936-2009) founded his personal school
to teach Passo to the people of Recife in 1973 that a distinct line between leader (teacher)’s position and follower (student)’s one
was drawn in this dance. When the City of Recife founded Municipal School of Frevo to preserve local popular dance of Passo and
to diffuse this dance to a citizen of Recife in 1996, Nascimento do Passo was appointed as vice-principal of this school. In order to
introduce Passo in school education system, a rational teaching method of this dance was invented by Nascimento do Passo and his
method had a great influence on young people learning Passo at the Municipal School. Concerning the method of Nascimento do
Passo, was expressed by several scholars the fear that dancers’ spontaneity and originality indispensable for Passo might be lost
through the systematized method. In recent years, in dance classes of the Municipal School, not only various body movements of

Passo but also choreographed dance compositions have been taught.
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