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Promoting “Altruistic Speech” for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder
(ASD) Using Table-talk Role Playing Game (TRPG)

Kohei KATO and Hiroshi FUJINO

SCHRTTEEF

Abstract

Table-talk role playing game (TRPG) is an interactive game that involves a fictional story using pencil, paper, dice, and
player’s speech in a small group. This study comprised two parts. In the first study (a pilot study), TRPG was applied to four
junior high school students with high-functioning autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Their frequency of altruistic speech,
based on transcripts, was compared among sessions of TRPG activity. The results showed that the frequency of altruistic
speech gradually increased in later sessions compared to the first session. In the second study, TRPG was applied to 23
children with high-functioning ASD, and the data was analyzed in the same manner as the first study. The results showed
that the frequency of altruistic speech increased in the last session compared to the first session. It is, therefore, suggested

that participation in the TRPG activity promotes altruistic speech for children with ASD.
Keywords: table-talk role playing game, autism spectrum disorder, altruistic speech
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