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Japanese Language Awareness of Students with
Hearing Impairments in School for Deaf
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Yudai HAYASHI, Akira SHINKAI and Takashi SAWA
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Abstract

The purpose of present study was to examine Japanese language awareness of students with hearing impairments and
investigate the actual of reading habits and usage of internet which was factors affecting Japanese language awareness of
deaf students. We analyzed questionnaire survey on Japanese language awareness, daily life experience and linguistic
environment of students who were enrolled in schools for the deaf. The main results were as follows: (1) Factor analysis
extracted four factors that were "Societal necessity", "Preference and interest for Japanese", "Weak consciousness " and
"Motivation for learning". (2)Participants were categorized into 6 groups, that is "Unnecessity of Japanese", "Passivity
consciousness", "Overcoming Weakness", "Negative consciousness", "Negative preference" and "Positive consciousness".
(3)It was suggested that experience and linguistic environment of daily life were different depending on the feature

awareness of Japanese and grade, of students.
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