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Merleau-Ponty’s educational theory:
Criticism of modern pedagogy by Merleau-Ponty: The Sorbonne Lectures

French philosopher Merleau-Ponty gave lectures in 1949-
1952 at the faculty of Literature of the University of Paris;
Sorbonne. The purpose of this paper is to figure out his theory
about education through the study of “The Sorbonne Lectures”.
Merleau-Ponty had criticized the point of view of the science
because it can only make clear a part of the world and it is far
beyond from the description of the appearance of the world
which is aimed by Phenomenology.

So Merleau-Ponty at the Sorbonne, in the lecture “Children
as seen from the adult”, criticized modern pedagogy , in the
same approach he took on the phenomenology criticizing
modern science , because it depends on “the psychology of
representation” such as science and descends in scientific
technology. Merleau-Ponty insisted the importance of mutual
perspective between adults and children, and considered ,
centering the body's problem of the child , the relationship in
adults and children, not in the point of view of Freudianism

which seeks the cause on the inner surface of the individual

_23_

Mayumi FUKUCHI*

, but in the psychoanalysis of Lacan based on the external
interpersonal relationship. To relativize the psychoanalytic
world of adults from the social-cultural aspects, Merleau-Ponty
also reviewed the results of cultural anthropology.

So it can be said that Merleau-Ponty changed the form of his
phenomenology , to criticize modern science , to the criticizing
modern pedagogy , and practiced it as his original pedagogy
by observing the development and self-formation of children

from the phenomenological point of view.

Key words
Merleau-Ponty, The Sorbonne lectures, Theory of body,

Modern pedagogy, Criticism of education

*The United Graduate School of Education, Tokyo Gakugei

University
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