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A Study of the Approaches Taken by Special Support Schools for
the Hearing-Impaired towards Children and Students
with Developmental Disability Hardships:

Based on the Results of an Investigation of Special Support Schools
for the Hearing-Impaired throughout Japan

XK B 7 @ -| H 8 2
Takahiro AMANO and Toyohiko HAMADA

SCHE DT AT B

Abstract

In this research, a survey was conducted of special support schools for the hearing-impaired all over Japan with the aim of
grasping the current condition of school support systems for hearing-impaired children with developmental disability
hardships and the methods of identifying causes for those hardships. As a result, a 9% increase in the number of schools
detecting serious issues was found when compared with the results of a previous study (Oshika and Hamada, 2014) in 2012.
It became clear that the views and evaluation criteria of each school in determining the causes of hardships were wide and
varied. The challenge into the future will be to discover ways to clarify the peculiarities of hardship causes from the
combination of hearing impairments and developmental disabilities, and behavioral characteristics to evaluate the existence
of developmental disabilities. With responses and support methodologies differing with the hardship apparently between

established and trial-and-error practices, there will be a need to devise ways of sharing them nation-wide.
Keywords: hearing impairment, developmental disorder, approaches of special support schools for the hearing-impaired

Department of Support Methods for Special Needs Education, Tokyo Gakugei University, 4-1-1 Nukuikita-machi, Koganei-
shi, Tokyo 184-8501, Japan
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