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British society is notoriously characterized by a seemingly ‘feudal’ hierarchy of orders and ranks, distinguished by a
multiplicity of trivial but ceremonial insignia—accent, vocabulary, diet, dress, recreation, etc. This hierarchy
corresponds neither to the primary reality of a society divided into economically-based classes, nor even to the
secondary reality of limited individual mobility within this system. It is, however, the projective image of society
naturally held and propagated by a landowning class. The pattern of social relations in the countryside at the height
of this class’s economic power, compounded of rank, deference and tradition, became the fundamental model of
social relations in English society as a whole—even after industrialization— because of the continued political
leadership of this class. After the industrial revolution, the mythology of rank-order seduced and so subjugated the
nascent bourgeoisie, producing the famous social climbing of the middle-class, its craving for titles, etc. It also acted
as a powerful mystification of real social relations for the working-class as well. For although the working-class
itself continued instinctively to use a bipolar language (‘us’ and ‘them”) to describe its situation, leaders of the
working-class movement, who existed in an overlapping zone in constant contact with representatives and

institutions of the dominant bloc, tended to absorb false, ‘feudal’ consciousness. (Anderson 39-40)
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One of the messages | want to say to the people of Afghanistan is it’s our country’s pleasure and honor to be involved

with the future of this country. We like stories of young girls going to school for the first time so they can realize

their potential....[TThe people of America have great...regard for human life and human dignity....[W]e care about

the plight of people....I’m going to repeat what I said before: We like stories, and expect stories, of young girls going

to school in Afghanistan.
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