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Abstract

Through clinical research based on the hermeneutical idea, this paper attempts to re-construct the “Employment characteristics”as
practical workers in teacher education. Various methodologies from other academic areas were used to explore the educational
phenomenon. However, educational research did not succeed adequately in developing its own effectual methodologies to elucidate
the“Employment characteristics”in teacher education. Narrative Inquiry appears to succeed in explaining these educational problems
by understanding various stories and their relations that are composed in schools. And with that, Narrative Inquiry is analyzed in this
article for getting deep understandings about children’s life-world. In the first part, narrative mode of thinking is proved to be important
for discovering the hidden meanings under the clothing of conventional context in interpreting problems. Secondly the ethnographic
approach is showed to be effective in case consideration, and the chance to activate the one’s narrative mode of thinking is pointed out
when teachers fail in developing a good educational relationship with their students. Finally to cultivate discovering the hidden
meanings-oriented mind is also raised as an important issue. Thus Narrative Inquiry in the clinical research is a crucial approach for
research of reflective practice, and has the potential to bring in a different perspective to Japanese educational research and teacher

education.
Keywords: clinical pedagogy, clinical research, narrative, narrative inruiry, reflective practice
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