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This study examined hiragana acquisition in children with intellectual and developmental disabilities using

hiragana tasks of several kinds. Results show that a correlation exists among all hiragana tasks and mental age (MA).

Furthermore, results revealed that children who display high mental age tend to be able to read hiragana letters stably

and exactly. However, in children having MA of 3 years show widely different correct answer rates, even compared to

children of MA of the same level. Therefore, results suggest that factors supporting hiragana acquisition of children with

intellectual and developmental disabilities include not only intellectual development but also other factors.
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