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Research on the Current Status of Faculty Professional Development in
Universities with Teacher Training Courses:

Based on the Results of a Questionnaire Survey to Four-year Public/Private Universities
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Yang ZHANG, Makoto SHIMODA, Hatsuo MITSUISHI, Yoshifumi SATO,
Hiroki ISHIZUKA, Yasutaka TOSHINAI, Norio SUGANUMA, Kenji ODANI,
Tetsuro EJIMA, Manabu KISHI, Akihiko WATANABE, Yutaka IRIGUCHI,
Toyo AKAKI, Haruyo YOSHIDA and Kaori KURAMOTO

FEENAEERE > 8 —

Abstract

The objective of this study is to reveal the current status of faculty professional development (PD) in public and private
universities with teacher-training courses.

The social environment surrounding school education is rapidly changing. Under such circumstances, teachers working in
schools must deal with more complex educational challenges than ever before. In other words, new “teacher capabilities” are
needed. The sophistication, specialization and implementation of teacher training have been advocated in faculties and
universities with the unique “mission” of teacher education in order to provide students who will become teachers in the
future with the basics of these teacher capabilities. This study is intended to take in an overview of the possibilities of PD in
teacher training faculties and universities in Japan with reference to the current status of Faculty Development (FD) activities
in public and private universities with teacher-training courses.

This study consists of three main parts. The first reveals the current status of FD in public universities with teacher-
training courses (e.g. regulations/basic policy, support structure, FD activities, training in accordance with globalization and
training unique to teacher education) based on the results of a questionnaire. The second reveals the current status of FD in
private universities with a teacher-training courses based on the results of the questionnaire. (There was a low response rate

for private universities, so this is limited to serving as reference data.) The third is distinctive cases of public universities in

*1 Hokkaido University (Kitall, Nishi-7, Kita-ku, Sapporo, Hokkaido, 060-0808, Japan)

#2 Tokyo Gakugei University (4-1-1 Nukuikita-machi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo, 184-8501, Japan)

*3 Hokkaido University of Education, Sapporo Campus (1-3, Ainosato 5-3, Kita-ku, Sapporo-shi, Hokkaido, 002-8501, Japan)
*! Hokkaido University of Education, Asahikawa Campus (9chome, hokumon-cho, Asahikawa-shi, Hokkaido, 070-8621, Japan)
*5 Aichi University of Education (1 Hirosawa, Igaya-cho, Kariya, Aichi, 448-8542, Japan)

*6 Kanazawa University (Kakuma-machi, Kanazawa-shi, Ishikawa, 920-1192, Japan)

*7 Osaka Kyoiku University (4-698-1 Asahigaoka, Kashiwara, Osaka, 582-8582, Japan)
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light of the questionnaire.
The conclusion of this study is that there is a necessity for voluntary and autonomous training of university teachers in
teacher training faculties and universities in Japan. There is then a proposal for professional development (PD) unique to

teacher training (teacher education).

Keywords: Public and private universities with teacher-training courses, professional development, faculty development,

bottom-up / top-down training

Center to Support Partnership in the Advancement of Teacher Education, Tokyo Gakugei University, 4-1-1 Nukuikita-machi,
Koganei-shi, Tokyo 184-8501, Japan
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