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The Foundation and Issues of Teacher Education System of Special Education
in the United States around the 1950s and 1960s.

(S #h
Taku MURAYAMA
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Abstract

In this paper, the establishment and accreditation of teacher education for special education in the United States, especially
the 1950s and 1960s as “Schooling Decade” is focused.

In the area of the professional development of teachers, National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)
and the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) have major role, for the program for teacher education and certification,
development of professional standard, and advocating and examining policy issues and develop appropriate responses to
those issues and influences on local, state, provincial and federal legislation, with their partnership and collaboration.

In the political area, the federal bureau of education have positively committed into the field of special education around
the same time of 1958. So, this paper takes notice on the President’s Panel on Mental Retardation and Elementary and
Secondary Education Act in 1965, and the concept and idea of the policy for the disabled, especially the one for teacher
education for special educators.

In the state level response, the case in North Syracuse district in New York State has investigated. This section focused on
the frame of the educational system for the intellectually disabled.

Through the analysis, the issues of teacher education for special education are discussed. The first is the accreditation
system has not enough to unify the professional standard and to make the teachers’ certification possible interchangeable
over the states, because of the gap of the certification among the states and no-biding force of the professional standard. The
second is the professional standard developed by CEC and NCATE has been said to be “out of date” in 1970s, because in
these days there are momentum of inclusion in education. The third is the teacher education in special education had two big
agenda, the expansion of the objectives in special education and the increase of the standard of professionalization with the
connection of the regular education. The teacher education in special education in this decade is featured by these multi-

layered issues with complexity.
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