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A study on the first Japanese textbook used in elementary class of the
Japanese Language School in Seattle

Recently, there has been an increase in research related to
Japanese textbooks which were used before and during the
World War II. It is quite obvious to carry out the studies on
“National Language (i.e. kokugo) textbooks that are used in
Japan”, and the research pertaining to “Japanese Language
textbooks used in Japan’s former overseas territories” has also
been given due importance. The previous comparative studies
of “National Language textbooks and Japanese Language
textbooks” were confined only to take up the problems related
to textbooks being used in Japan and overseas territories.
Consequently, those studies were also limited only to these
two types of textbooks from the viewpoint as well as the
perspective of research. Therefore, as far as textbooks of
“National Language” and “Japanese Language” used before
and during the Second World War are concerned, prior research
has not yet been carried out from a broader and comprehensive
point of view that could undertake the problems of textbooks
meant for immigrants.

This study attempted to gain insights into the diversion
of teaching materials and the feature of the first Japanese
textbook used in elementary class of the Japanese Language
School in Seattle. It is considered that this Japanese textbook
which was used in Seattle was edited with a clear objective to
educate Japanese students in an American way as compared

to the first Japanese textbook used in Japanese Language

Ryosuke FUNAKOSHI*

School of Hawaii. On the contrary, it is understood that the
Japanese textbook used in Seattle connotes that some aspects
of Japanese National Education certainly exist over there, and
in addition to that, it is difficult to clearly differentiate between
the characteristics of immigrant and colonial education.

The first Japanese textbook used in Seattle comprises
of the study materials such as the materials diverted from
National Language textbooks and Hawaii’s Japanese Language
textbook; or the materials taking their inspiration from the
above-mentioned textbooks; that cover almost more than half
of all the chapters in this book. Furthermore, this Japanese
textbook of Seattle also diverted the teaching materials from
the “Japanese Language textbooks” used in the then colonies
such as Taiwan and Korea. Thus this study has led to the
conclusion that the Japanese textbook used for immigrants has
its close relationship with not only the “National Language
textbooks” used in Japan, but also with the “Japanese

Language textbooks” used in the colonies.

Key words

Japanese Language, National Language, immigrant, colonial

*Division of Language and Culture Education, United

Graduate School of Education, Tokyo Gakugei University
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