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Research on the Current Situation and Challenges of
Mother Tongue Usage by Family with Foreign Roots:
Through Investigation of the Parents

Takashi NOTSU (University of Hyogo)
Miki INUI (University of Hyogo)
Tatsumi SUGINO (Kobe University)

The importance of mother tongue education is pointed out by previous academic
research; however, few have investigated in detail. Therefore, this research aims to clarify
the mother tongue usage and education in a home, children's competence of mother
tongue and parents’ perception on importance for mother tongue of family with foreign
roots, by questionnaire and interview. As a research methodology, interview research was
implemented after a questionnaire in order to interpret what was not able to be discov-
ered in a questionnaire.

As a result of the research, it was found out that most of the parents expect their
children to inherit the mother tongue and try to carry out in their own ways. The point
is that despite the children’s low competence of literacy, the parents feel difficulty to
teach reading and writing at home, and as a result, they depend on mother tongues
classes run by local NGOs or volunteer groups. '

Regarding the importance of mother tongue education, the research targets tend to
refer to “communication tool” and “identity formation” as pointed out by previous aca-
demic research. However, it was newly discovered that the parents cherish mother
tongue education because they believe it can “expand future alternatives” for their chil-
dren. This means the importance of mother tongue education is also recognized as tool
for exploring new possibilities. In conclusion, it is expected that finding this new value
will contribute to expand assistance for mother tongue classes since these classes have

limitation in terms of human resources as well as financial accesses.

Key Words : Family with foreign roots, Mother Tongue Usage, Mother Tongue Educa-

tion
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