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Report on Teaching Practice in National (Japanese) Language in the First 
Semester of SY2012 
 
TGUISS provides students with education based on the Japanese official curriculum guidelines and the 

International Baccalaureate (IB) Middle Years Programme (MYP) from Year 1 through Year 4. The 

Programme typically presents well-defined objectives to the students. Although the MYP does not cover 

Years 5 and 6, we consider these final two years as a natural extension to the MYP, with clear objectives 

that are similar to those applicable to the first four years. Thus, we seek to build a curriculum that 

ensures the development of necessary skills in students throughout the six years of learning, advancing 

through spirally arranged learning content and related objectives. 

 

In making presentations, for example, Year 1 students learn the basics of presentation, i.e., effective 

ways of speaking and listening, in connection with “approaches to learning,” one of the five Areas of 

Interaction (AOI: cross-subject learning areas in the MYP, namely “approaches to learning,” “human 

ingenuity,” “community and service,” “environments” and “health and social education”). Year 3 

students learn how to utilize and communicate information effectively. Finally, Year 6 students should 

be able to determine how to present data supporting their arguments and how to make a convincing 

presentation. 
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In terms of objectives, those to be achieved in Year 4, namely “to create works in a variety of text 

formats using structures and conventions specific to the language” and “to create works by structuring 

ideas and arguments in a sustainable, consistent and logical manner,” are pursued and developed further 

in the following two years. Students who cannot achieve the objectives in Year 4 still have the chance to 

achieve them in the subsequent two years. 

 

Objectives for individual students may be clearly identified at each stage of learning as we verify the 

aims of learning and the achievement level of the learner before entering that stage. Vertical 

coordination over the years is also facilitated as the final objectives to be achieved and the steps for 

achieving them do not change even if the teachers or teaching materials should change. 

 

Our challenge now is to conduct further research on the linkage between objectives and assessments, 

building on the insight thus obtained and accumulating practical experience each year. 

 

The following pages present the materials used in the open class held as part of the open seminar in June 

2012. The booklet distributed at the open seminar provides the MYP objectives and unit questions 

defined for each year. 

 

The ensuing table illustrates the teaching practice in the national language class for Years 1 through 6 in 

the first semester of this school year. Since the teaching for Years 1 through 4 is based on the MYP, as 

noted at the beginning of this paper, the table also includes the AOI required by the MYP for unit 

development as well as the guiding questions for each unit. 

 

It is up to the teachers in each year to determine the AOI to which their teaching relates. Although 

teaching should relate to “approaches to learning” in general, specific topics or learning activities may 

also relate to other areas. 
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