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NEGISHI, Y. and OTOMO, K.; Comprehension of Noun Modifiers in High-Functioning Children with Autism Spectrum
Disorders: Judgements of Semantic Adequacy of Adjectives and Nominal Adjectives. ISSN 1349-9580
Problem’s'in language use in high-functioning children with autism spectrum disorders (children with HFASD)
have often been discussed in the context of difficulties in pragmatic skills and deficits in obtaining socially relevant
information in conversation. Another potential aspect of 1ahguage in which children with HFASD have difficulties is
the semantic knowledge at the lexical level. The present study investigated the semantic knowledge of HFASD children
employing two sets of tasks that require children to judge the semantic adequacy of a modifier. In Task 1, the children
heard noun phrases, such as takai yama ‘high mountain’ (adequate) and takai ame ‘high rain’ (inadequate). In Task 2,
sentences including modifiers were paired with a situation, and children were asked whether the sentence adequately
described the situation. Results of Task 1 showed that the scores correlated with chronological age and vocabulary age
in both participant groups, and that the scores of the TD children were significantly higher than those of the HFASD
children. In Task 2, the scores correlated with chronological and vOcébulary ages only in the TD group, and there were
no significant differences in the scores between the groups. Partial correlation analysis controlling for chronoiogical
and vocabulary ages yielded a significant correlation between the scores of Task 1 and Task 2 in the HFASD group. The
results of the study suggested that the HFASD children have differences in semantics at the lexical-phrasal levels. |

KEY WORDS : Autism Spectrum Disorders, Language, Adjectives, Meaning
* Higashi Suna Elementary School, Koto Ward, Tokyo

**  Center for the Research and Support of Educational Practice, Tt okyo Gakugez University
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FEIZA A=V T B NREDETONDD, FOHHH
BRI EDE ) D THENE NS I L OFEIC
DV TORENIISBROFEL T 5,
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RUEXLREBIZOWTIE, OFEITDEICBWTEH
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DHBEHASN, &5 CAEERPEREROERE
BT 22 &0k > T, TDEEICBWTCIXTEREDHERE -
AEGE B T &1t L THFASD R Cid 2 b DER % fl
LT HHBREE & 13 0B T T EEOREI S
ZREOHRSOHEERONL 2L, OSESREN
720 S
9, OL@TIE, RULICERED HAH A HFASD #
WCBWTRERERE OB R {, TDEIZBWTD
HEATZ L5, JOREIBEEROLBE I
EEXZONEBATERVI LRI, $77,
HEREICBIABEOAEEL AV END, BE
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HFASD R D555 & LT OBEFLE QBRI
BMETHCHSOHPICT LI LI TERVWI EASRE R
YA ‘
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SO TREO L THETHE & HRECRR
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BT MRERLRILTH 2 pHWT 2720101, K
MLIZBWTERSNIEIRICED W, HRERIK
MOBRM T FBEICE D, ZORETIE, BEoX
THEARS NI RIBRHAWIBTE & B OBERICES L
THMET L L LIS, EEBHELrEOEAIOER
LTS & V) BEHOERSES LTw
bo T2, MRENDLINLZODEHIZOWT, I
TLCERR MY CEE, BRTILEF D, Lz
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5] Evio 2 3K QR RET B %
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