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Masculinities and Men’s Participation in Urban Community Activities:

A Case Study of Men who Participate in Community Activities for Children

®OKF O F O O Er
Hiroki ASAKA and Chie NAKAZAWA
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the role of gender in men’s participation in voluntary community activities for
children.

Currently, promotion of men’s participation in general community activities is an effort toward the realization of a gender-
equal society in Japan. However, community activities’ characteristic of participating and cooperating with a diverse group
of people does not align with the socially formulated idea of masculinity. When men volunteer for these community
activities, do they experience a sense of discomfort and conflict?

I interviewed some male participants in community activities geared toward children, and examined any change in their
consciousness of the activity, the ways the males interact with other people, and any difficulties experienced by the men
throughout the activity.

Results show that few men maintained a strong sense of discomfort and gender conflict, as a result of the following four
factors: (1) transformation of the men’s consciousness and attitude, (2) conflict avoidance by maintaining their traditional
gender role, (3) connection with a variety of others throughout the activity, and (4) the non-hierarchical flat structure of the

volunteer groups.
Keywords: community activity, masculinities, gender
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