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Children Protection Policy and Educational Improvement Works
by Tokyo City Mayor Shinpei Goto in 1920s
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Abstract

This study clarified the children protection policy and educational improvement works by Tokyo City mayor Shinpei
Goto in 1920s.

After the World War I, the population increased explosively, and urbanization and industrialization were advanced in
Tokyo City. While the development as the modern city is remarkable, the promotion of an infrastructure policy and the
housing policy was so late. So the urban problems were intensified. Such urban problems had most serious influence on the
poor people. Children in particular were tormented by the expansion of the slum and high infant mortality and inferior
education environment.

Shinpei Goto took office as the Mayor of Tokyo in 1920, and he prepared a base of the city policy enforcement by
municipal administration complete reform and maintenance of the administrative structure. Furthermore, Goto established
The Tokyo Institute for Municipal Research, and made an effort for the drafting of the city policy based on the scientific
investigations. He emphasized importance of the children protection policy and works while he carried out city policies. The
core of this children protection policy and works was establishment such as nursery or the child consultation center. He
improved the health condition of the child by educational correspondence and aimed at improving inhabitants and domestic
quality of life. In the issue of juvenile vagrant or defectiveness children, Goto planned the maintenance of the peace and
order by extending the consultation function of the child protection place.

About educational improvement works, Goto emphasized the need of elementary school enlargement and the unification
of educational administration. And he made efforts for the modification of the educational inequality and improvement of the
insufficient education environment in the poor.

In this way, the children protection policy and educational improvement works by Goto improved health and the
education of the children from the perspective of the city policy. With the both children protection policy and educational
improvement works having been carried out, educational problems due to poverty and juvenile labor were focused still more.

And then, special class organization for children having multiple difficult was promoted by the policies.
Keywords: Shinpei Goto, Tokyo City, Children Protection Policy, Educational Improvement Works,
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