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Study on the Situations and Challenges in Supporting Children with Juvenile
Delinquents and Developmental Disabilities:

Nation-Wide Surveys to Staffs in Juvenile Training Schools
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Chihiro NAITOH, Satoru TAKAHASHI and Official in the Ministry of Justice Juvenile
Treatment Division Correction Bureau Ministry of Justice
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify situations and challenges to support children with juvenile delinquents and
developmental disabilities in juvenile training school through nation-wide surveys to staffs in juvenile training school. It was
carried out in joint research with Takahashi Satoru Laboratory of Tokyo Gakugei University and Official in the Ministry of
Justice Juvenile Treatment Division Correction Bureau Ministry of Justice. The period of this survey was from January 2013
to July 2013. Responses were obtained from 48 juvenile training schools.

It was clarified that there were quite a few cases with variety of developmental difficulties even if the diagnosis and
determination of developmental disabilities have not been made by the reformatory. It is most important that they are
regarded as “a child in trouble, facing difficulties in development”, instead of “a type children who are difficult to treat and
had not been seen before”.

In the background of the clumsiness that was commented as one of the difficult realities, may be due to a problem in the
sensory integration dysfunction. It is necessary to disseminate to staff of juvenile training schools, to understand the actual
situation and the need for supporting children with the difficulties of their cutaneous sensation and sense of touch.

It was seen in the survey that it is easy to reach to re-delinquency when there is no place to belong to after the juvenile
training schools. It is essential for children to have basic education, learn interpersonal relationships and basic life skills in
school and experiences of collective activities and internship is essential, before employment and social independence. To
achieve this, as out of juvenile training schools, admission to high school, high school course of school for special needs
education, continuing education, vocational education and higher education is desirable. It is an urgent issue, including the

securement of the host institutions, on how to guarantee the opportunities of education and support.
Keywords: Developmental Disabilities, Delinquency, Juvenile Training School, Special Needs Education
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