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Expression of the Humor Actions and
Shared Process of the 2 years old Child

C o NP AN S S

Mayo KURIBAYASHI and Kyoko IWATATE

Abstract

The actions transcribed in a word “humor “are various. In Japan, it has been studied in the keywords such as “odoke
(buffoonery) “ and “fuzake (funny business)”, but it is hardly studied in 2 years old children.

In this study, it is intended to clarify the developmental change of humor actions and the process children share the humor
by the observation of 2 years old children in the nursery school. We developed the original category of humor from the
studies of Okuda (1988) and Tazume (1996) and categorized the humor actions of 2 year old children.

The results shows the characteristic of the following humor action: (1) the humor action of young children emerge from not
only cognitive but also socio-emotional development and the cognition of social rules, (2)the older the lunar age is, the more
the number of humor actions are, (3) humor deeply relates with “laughing”, (4)young children express humor to share much
fun with other children. In addition, it was considered as characteristics of the emergence of the humor as follows. They are
(D the humor increase through the repetition of the experience of the fun and pleasure by unintentional and incidental
behavior , and (2) young children wants to share what they find fun, but they necessary don’t understand what the others find
fun and pleasure. It is thought that humor comes to be expressed coming to understand that others are interesting, and young

children express humor to get a reaction from others by the relations with others increasing.
Keywords: humor, 2 years old children, development change, shared process, observation
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