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(A Research Note)
Music Education at Overseas Chinese Schools in Japan
—The Cases of Yokohama Yamate Chinese School and Yokohama

Overseas Chinese School—

Arisawa, Shino

International Student Exchange Center

Abstract

Overseas Chinese Schools in Japan are known for their ethnic education (minzoku kyoiku) , in which Chinese
language, history, and culture are taught in order to maintain and enhance children’s ethnic identity. This
paper examines the ways in which music lessons are conducted in relation to their education policies. As a pilot
research, I conducted fieldwork at two schools in Yokohama. One is Yokohama Yamate Chinese School, which is
associated with the People’s Republic of China, and so is known as a ‘pro-China’ (t@iriku-kei) school. The other
is Yokohama Overseas Chinese School, which is known as a ‘pro-Taiwan (faiwan-kei) school. In the survey,
I examined if there were any significant differences in their music textbooks, teaching materials, and methods.
As a result, it was revealed that in Yokohama Yamate Chinese School, the original textbook that contains
various Chinese music materials, including Chinese songs handed down from the ‘old-comer Chinese’ (rokakya)
community, is used along with the textbook used in Japan’s public schools. Lessons are also conducted in both
Chinese and Japanese by a teacher who was born in Japan and graduated from the same school. On the other
hand, in Yokohama Overseas Chinese School, the textbook provided by the Taiwanese government is mainly
used, while some materials from the Japanese textbook are used in a supplementary manner. Classes are given
in Chinese (Mandarin) by a teacher from Taiwan, who only uses Japanese when it is necessary to help students
understand the materials. It can be argued that such differences are caused by the contrast in their education
policies: the former aims to provide necessary knowledge and foster the sense of being a Chinese person living in
Japanese society, while the latter is geared to promote understandings of Taiwan and encourage cultural sharing
with the Taiwanese people through providing children with an education that is similar to the education that

they would receive in Taiwan.
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