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Seen from the sea, the prospect is magnificent. It is one mass of shaded tints of
green, from beach to mountain top; endlessly diversified with valleys, ridges, glens,
and cascades. Over the ridges, here and there, the loftier peaks fling their shadows,
and far down the valleys. At the head of these, the waterfalls flash out into the
sunlight, as if pouring through vertical bowers of verdure. Such enchantment, too,
breathes over the whole, that it seems a fairy world, all fresh and blooming from the
hand of the Creator.
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Upon a near approach, the picture loses not its attractions. It is no exaggeration
to say that, to a European of any sensibility, who, for the first time, wanders back
into these valleys—away from the haunts of the natives—the ineffable repose and
beauty of the landscape is such, that every object strikes him like something seen in
a dream; and for a time he almost refuses to believe that scenes like these should
have a commonplace existence. No wonder that the French bestowed upon the
island the appellation of the New Cytherea. “Often,” says De Bourgainville, “I
thought I was walking in the Garden of Eden.” (66)
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In fact, there is, perhaps, no race upon earth, less disposed, by nature, to the
monitions of Christianity, than the people of the South Sea....  An air of softness
in their manners, great apparent ingenuousness and docility, at first misled; but these
were the mere accompaniments of an indolence, bodily and mental; a constitutional .
voluptuousness; and an aversion to the least restraint; which, however fitted for the
luxurious state of nature, in the tropics, are the greatest possible hindrances to the
strict moralities of Christianity. (174-75)
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As well for the beauty as the advantages of such a site, the islanders love to dwell
near the mountain streams; and so, a considerable brook, after descending from the
hills and watering the valley, was bridged over in three places, and swept clean
through the chapel.

Flowing waters! what an accompaniment to the songs of the sanctuary;
mingling with them the praises and thanksgivings of the green solitudes inland.

But the chapel of the Polynesian Solomon has long since been deserted. Its
thousand rafters of habiscus have decayed, and fallen to the ground; and now, the
stream murmurs over them in its bed. (169) ‘
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Consider all this; and then turn to this green, gentle, and most docile earth;
consider them both, the sea and the land; and do you not find a strange analogy to
something in yourself? For as this appalling ocean surrounds the verdant land, so in
the soul of man there lies one insular Tahiti, full of peace and joy, but encompassed
by all the horrors of the half known life. God keep thee! Push not off from that isle,
thou canst never return!  (274)
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The Enviable Isles
(from “Rammon” )
Through storms you reach them and from storms are free.
Afar descried, the foremost drear in hue,
But, nearer, green; and, on the marge, the sea

Makes thunder low and mist of rainbowed dew.

But, inland, where the sleep that folds the hills
A dreamier sleep, the trance of God, instills—
On uplands hazed, in wandering airs aswoon,
Slow-swaying palms salute love’s cypress tree
Adown in vale where pebbly runlets croon

A song to lull all sorrow and all glee.

Sweet-fern and moss in many a glade are here,
Where, strown in flocks, what cheek-flushed myriads lie
Dimpling in dream—unconscious slumberers mere,

While billows endless round the beaches die.
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