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Educational Relief Work and Organizing Special Classes of Public Elementary
Schools by City of Tokyo in Taisho Era

—— Students Realities and Educational Practices in Special Classes —

AHEW* - BN - B
Tomoya ISHII, Izumi ISHIKAWA and Satoru TAKAHASHI
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Abstract

This study focused on the educational relief work and organizing special classes of public elementary schools by City of
Tokyo. Especially, purpose of this study was to clarify students realities and educational practices of special classes in
Hayashimachi elementary school and Taihei elementary school were first installed as part of educational relief works by
Education Division of Tokyo City in 1920. We also clarified educational practices of 18 special classes in elementary schools
were established by City of Tokyo in 1922.

The special class of Hayashimachi elementary school carried out scientific understanding of the academic, Intelligence
and health status of students, and provided education on an individual basis, as an educational remedy for students that
would fall into poor school performance because of family poverty and poor educational environment. On the other hand,
the special class of Taihei Elementary School looked heavier the reality of child labor and household poverty, introduced
vocational education like woodworking.

However, the educational practices of these special classes in Hayashimachi and Taihei elementary schools didn’t let to
the practice of special classed of 18 other schools sufficiently. Since educational relief works with earthquake reconstruction
projects after the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923 were conducted, Tokyo City finally to implemented the improvement of

educational practices and understanding of the realities of students in special classes in elementary schools.

Key words: Special Class in Hayashimachi Elementary School , Special Class in Taihei Elementary School, Organizing
Special Classes of Public Elementary Schools, City of Tokyo
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