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Y., HOSOKAWA, K., ITO, R. and YASUNAGA, H. ; Inclusive Education as Evaluated from the Viewpoints of
Parents of Typically Developing Children and its Influence in the Understanding of Disabilities: Inclusive Child Care
Practice of a Special Support School. ISSN 1349-9580

Inclusive education for preschool children, where children with disabilities are mainstreamed into a group of typically
developing children in preschool settings, has been reported to be beneficial for both children with and without disabilities.
The kindergarten division of the Special Support School affiliated with Tokyo Gakugei University, in collaboration.
with a neighboring nursery, provides an inclusive education program, where the children of the kindergarten
division join the nursery on a weekly basis. This study investigated via questionnaires the parents’ recognition of
the inclusive education program and the children with special needs, and sought opinions about the future direction
of the program. Results showed that all parents viewed the program positively, and that many typically developing
children report to their parents about their peers with special needs. It was suggested that creating settings and devise

strategies to enhance peer-interactions further enhance the parents’ understanding of disabilities.
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