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Possibility of autoethnography as a research method to inquire experience
of performing a play from educational view

Though the educational significance to experience of
performing a play has been inquired from 1910s in Japan
the theory is still confusing. The relationship between “The
educational effect” of performing “that” play and performing
a play itself is not sure because performing a play is pluralistic
and complex; there are many elements like the view of
theatre, the purpose of the performance, a member’s physical
character, budget, the situation, and so on and those elements
are intricate. “The educational effect” of performing “that”
play had been discussed till 1990s without confirmation of that
relationship.

However, it is difficult to prove “the educational effect”
of performing a play with quantitative research methods.
The purpose of this paper is to examine the possibility of
autoethnography as a research method to inquire experience of
performing a play from educational view.

Autoethnography is to describe self-narrative about changing
of self-understanding in order to define the event oneself take
part immediately that include the personal experience, the
body sensation or the emotion those can only be described
subjectively in a social or cultural environment where oneself
is surrounded.

There are two problems when we use autoethnography
as a research method to inquire experience of performing a
play from educational view. Firstly, an autoethnography of
experience of performing a play can be just a success story
easily if that research question is not clear. Secondly, the
narrative of an autoethnography is temporary and not universal.
That narrative can change easily as time goes by. But if we pay

attention to those two problems autoethnography as a research

_9’7_

Ayako HANAKE*

method still keep that possibility that can describe a subjective
aspect of the pluralistic and complex experience of performing
a play that is different each by each and can only be described
subjectively.

The significance of that performance, to take part, and of
performing a play itself is different each by each because the
way to take part in performing a play is different each by each
then it is impossible to deal unitary. Even if it’s so, the people
who take part in that performing a play share time and space of
it. When we inquire that from educational view, how the parson
who take part understand him/herself in that performing the
play or how that self-understanding has change can be essential
questions.

Subjective description had not been accepted as a research
method because research needs objective analysis and scientific
property. But if the person who take part describe him/her
experience of performing a play as defining it in individual
context and pluralistic and complex performing a play and if
another person can understand that experience’s significance
we can continue to discuss the significance to experience of
performing a play on text. It is a possibility of autoethnography

that autoethnography can realize that kind of description.

Key words
Autoethnography, Drama/Theatre education, Research

methodology, Research method, Qualitative Research

*Division of Art Education
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