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Urban and rural Chinese child-care workers’ perceptions about peer conflict
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Abstract

The big regional gaps are found in early childhood education in China. This study examined the regional gaps between
urban (Shanghai) and rural (Xianyang) child-care workers’ perception, especially how to think and treat about peer conflicts
among preschool children. Child-care workers were interviewed before and after they checked the videotaped peer conflicts
among preschoolers and child-care worker’s intervention in a Japanese kindergarten. Two results were showed. Firstly, both
urban and rural care-workers thought that the peer conflict were important for preschoolers to learn the problem solving skill.
Secondly, the intervention way of urban care-workers was different from rural child care-workers. Rural child-care workers
took the way of teaching the skill for solving the conflict. The special training as the early childhood education and care

conference should be provided for all child-care workers in China to eliminate the regional gaps.
Key words: China, Early childhood education, regional gap, peer conflict
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