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Study on Reality of Osaka Elementary Education in the Early 20" Century
and the Individual Education by Harutaro Suzuki ;

From Practice of Osaka Normal Elementary School Special Class
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Abstract

In this study, we clarified the Suzuki’s special educational considerations for children and its influence to the posterior
educational measures through the problem of excessive classes in the early 20" century. Suzuki’s special educational
considerations in Osaka Normal Elementary School Special Class were restrictive and experimental because of limited
resources in the elementary school education at the time. However, the considerations had certain and important affects in
the engaging children with special educational needs to regular education.

Individual education for children were not made in situation of excessive classes and half-time school system at the
time, but Suzuki’s practice of Osaka Normal Elementary School Special Class that the regular class teachers could enforce
was reported in the Official Gazette, and had been a nationally recognized. After that report, the Ministry of Education
encouraged the normal elementary school to establish the special classes by the Instruction No.6 of 1907, and then, the
establishment of special class was spread to the normal elementary schools such as the Tokyo Higher Normal Elementary
School, the Hiroshima Normal Elementary School.

As the future issues, it is necessary to clarify the actual situation of special classes in the each normal elementary
school, and to grasp the significance of the Suzuki’s education of “adapted to individuality” examining the individual
education theory. Through the works, significance of practice of Osaka Normal Elementary School Special Class would be

clarified.
Key words: Harutaro Suzuki, Osaka Normal Elementary School Special Class, Instruction No. 6 by the Ministry of Education
Department of Special Needs Education, Tokyo Gakugei University, 4-1-1 Nukuikita-machi, Koganei-shi, Tokyo 184-8501, Japan
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