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Capital of Families with an Immigrant Background and Child Biliteracy

A Comparative Analysis on Foreign- and Intermarriage Families in Germany

Chisaki TOYAMA-Bialke

Ortsuma Women's University, Part-time Lecturer

The purpose of this study is to examine how biliteracy of students with an immigrant back-
ground (i.e. foreign-born students or students with at least one foreign-born parent) is deter-
mined by their social- and cultural capital. Using data from student questionnaires who are en-
rolled in four community-based heritage language schools (Greek, Japanese, Polish, and
Russian) in a German city, a comparative analysis was undertaken between two different family
types: foreign families (both parents are born in the respective countries of origin) and inter-
marriage families (one parent is born in Germany). The findings can be summarized as the two
following points: 1) A common point for both family types is that parents’ rich cultural capital
(high education level and proficiency of the majority language) as well as students’ reading activ-
ities are associated with their proficiency in the majority language. On the other hand, the use of
the minority language in the family and reading activities in that language contributes to its high
proficiency most. 2) The successful way to achieve students’ high biliteracy is to invest into

weaker capital in the respective family types.

Keywords: biliteracy, social capital, cultural capital, foreign family, intermarriage family
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