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Analysis of the Hierarchical Structure of the Text and
“Structure Describing”

— An Exercise in an Advanced Course in Reading Japanese —

Akiko HAYASHI

Teaching Japanese as a Foreign Language

This paper reports on the "Structure Describing” exercise in an advanced course in reading Japanese. The
purpose of this exercise is to help learners of Japanese to discover the hierarchical structure of the text.

After doing such other exercises as marking key words and key sentences, they were asked to draw figures as
a result of their analysis of the macro-structure of the text.

Through this activity they became aware of the hierarchical relationship between the discourse topic and the
subtopics in the text, and also of the interrelationships between the subtopics.

At the end of the course, approximately 85% of the learners gave a positive evaluation of this activity. This
result shows that this exercise is useful for improving learners' ability to read technical literature written in

Japanese.
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