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A study of lifelong learning support for adult with mental retardation

— Through comparative and vertical analysis of Open College Tokyo
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Abstract

This paper investigates performance of national Open College on lifelong support for adult with mental retardation and selects
Open College Tokyo as a case study to do a vertical analysis of their experiences over seven years.

In the first research, shows features of Open College Tokyo management and of their lifelong learning support system (including
course content, learning methods and evaluation).

In second research,shows an vertical analysis of Open College Tokyo’s empirical experiences over seven years, putting the
emphasis on the course content, learning method and evaluation. With the help of that analysis, the paper presents the following
findings: 1. The course content in Open College Tokyo covers all 9 fields of ICF. 2. Method of cooperative learning is the main
method used in Open College Tokyo. 3. As for the learning evaluation, some specific evaluation methods according to the aim of
learning support were used.

Further research should focus on whether the course content and the learning method achieve the aim of learning support and

how it impacts the students.

Key words: Adult with mental retardation, Lifelong learning support, Open College, Course content, Learning method, Learning

evaluation
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