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Current Special Needs Education of Kindergarten in Japan;

Trends and Problems in Support of Infants Who Needs Special Care
from Viewpoints of Nationwide Survey of Public Kindergartens
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper was to clarify realities and problems of special needs education in public kindergartens (enrollment
status of infants who needs special care for admission at the time, living conditions at kindergarten, cooperation with professional
organizations, support for difficulties in kindergarten, parental support, improvement requests, etc.). The object of the survey was the
whole country of 613 public kindergartens. The questionnaire method survey was taken through September to December 2009. The
responses for this survey were obtained from 272 public kindergartens (44.4%).

In spite of the fact that there are many infants who need special needs education attend to many public kindergartens (enrollment
rate of infants with developmental disabilities: 4.1%(2007),4.0%(2008), 4.4%(2009)), the real situation was turned out to be cleared
that public kindergartens and special needs education system for them are not systematically managed. Number of infants who needs
special care have increased including the gray zone were reported in 85.6% enrolled in public kindergartens.

Lagging development of special needs education system in public kindergartens is clearly, kindergartens often complain about the
lack of support and resources for public kindergartens. Special needs education of public kindergartens, as well as to promote public
kindergarten, financial measures by national and local government is essential. In addition, it is essential to promote and make the
educational system for those who need special needs education at public kindergartens mandatory crossing over the lines of national,

public and private kindergartens.
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